
PROTECTING UNESCO MONUMENTS 

IN BULGARIA 
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Ancient City of 

Nessebar 

Factors affecting the property: 

Urban development pressure 

Housing 

Illegal constructions 

Management systems/plan 

 

Conservation issues: 

Prepare management system for 

the property which identifies a 

conservation policy to protect the 

property and seeks to integrate 

different planning tools at the urban 

and regional level. 

Regulations for tourism activities 

and components of urban 

infrastructure - remove movable 

street trade at the property to clear 

public spaces around the medieval 

churches. 

Monitoring of the property. 
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Boyana Church 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Management activities 

Humidity 

Temperature 

 

 

Conservation issues: 

Mural paintings have been cleaned. 

Air-conditionning system has been 

installed to keep the temperature at 

17-18 degrees. 

Low-heat lighting has been installed. 

Groups of visitors are permitted to 

stay for only 15 minutes. 
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Madara Rider 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Relative humidity 

Temperature 

Wind 

Lack of stability of the rock 

 

Conservation issues: 

Monument has been cleaned. 

The hypothesis of displacing the 

sculpture is considered. This does 

not however meet the agreement of 

UNESCO's expert. 
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Rila Monastery 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Earthquake 

Cracks and structural issues 

Management systems/ 

management plan 

 

Conservation issues: 

Hydrological and seismic studies 

have been conducted. 

Fire protection scheme prepared. 

Photogrametric study still needs to 

be completed. 
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Rock-Hewn Churches 

of Ivanovo 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Erosion 

Earthquake 

 

Conservation issues: 

Mural paintings have been 

restored. 

Photographic documentation is now 

completed and the rock is being 

consolidated. 

Conservation of wall paintings is 

not provided in the last years. 
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Thracian Tomb 

of Kazanlak 

 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Humidity 

Temperature 

 

Conservation issues: 

Access to original Kazanlak Tomb 

is strictly limited. 

For visitors near the tomb was build 

a replica. 
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Thracian Tomb 

of Sveshtari 

 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Humidity 

Temperature 

 

Conservation issues: 

Restoration and display of the 

Thracian tomb. 

Improving authentic appearance of 

the site. 
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Pirin National 

Park 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Developments in the Bansko ski 

zone 

Lack of effective management 

mechanisms 

Boundary issues 

Illegal logging 

Impacts of tourism 

 

Conservation issues: 

For better storage, it is necessary 

to limit the tourist flow and take 

measures to conserve the 

monument by the government and 

competent autorities. 
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Srebarna Nature 

Reserve 

 

 

 

 

Factors affecting the property: 

Often it turns into swamp 

Lack of monitoring system 

 

Conservation issues: 

Lake rehabilitation. 

Cleaning the channel connecting 

the lake with the River Danube in 

order to improve the ecological 

condition of Srebarna Nature 

Reserve. 
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