
National History Museum 
The National Historical Museum in Boyana is Bulgaria’s largest and most elaborate museum. 

Housed in a former government residence in the Boyana neighborhood on the outskirts of Sofia.  

22,000 exhibits show the development of social, cultural and political life of Bulgaria. From 

the first prehistoric settlements through to the National Revival period and the Bulgarian State 1878 

– 1945; covering the Greeks, Romans, First Bulgarian Kingdom in the Middle Ages and the Byzantines. 

Among the most spectacular exhibits are the unique gold treasure from Panagyurishte with its 

elaborate animal and human-shaped drinkware. 

Boyana Church 
One of Bulgaria’s most significant historical treasures, listed on the Unesco World Cultural 

Heritage list is Boyana Church. Set in the exclusive suburb of Boyana on Vitosha mountain, this quaint 

church dates back to the 11th century and was built in three stages (11th, 13th and 19th century). 

The frescoes, dating back to 1259, are considered a remarkable example of realistic art from that era, 

a century earlier than the birth of the Italian Renaissance. 

East Gate of Serdica Ruins 
Sofia is one of Europe’s most ancient capitals. Originally established by the Thracians, it was 

later an important city of the Roman Empire. 
A large part of Sofia’s ancient heritage is still preserved. The most prominent example is the 

red-bricked Hagia Sophia (Sveta Sofia) Church from the 6th century which gave its name to the city 

itself. Saint George’s Rotunda is even older dating to the 4thcentury. 

In the underpass between the Council of Ministers and the Presidency people can see the 

remains from the East Gate of Serdica. Here is the original Roman street, covered by large stone 

plates. 

According to the archeologists the street was lastly repaired in the 6th century. The gate was 

defended by two triangular towers – one at each of its sides. From here one of the most important 

Roman roads – Via Diagonalis or Via Militaris continued south-eastwards to the city of Philippopolis 

(present-day Plovdiv). 

Alexander Nevsky Cathedral 
Named after St. Alexander Nevski, a Russian Tsar. Built between 1904-1912 in the Neo 

Byzantine style, typical for Russian churches in the 19th century, the cathedral is 76 metres long and 

53 metres wide and is said to hold up to 7000 people. The cathedral took 30 years to build and now 

serves as the principal place of worship of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. It covers an area of 2600 

square metres. The belfry is 52 metres high and houses 12 bells. Sienna and Carrera marble in the 



entrance area, stained glass windows, Venetian mosaics and dramatic murals such as The Lord God 

Sabbath in the main cupola, and The Day of Judgement above the exit, onyx and alabaster columns 

on the thrones all add to the richness of the interior without making it in any way gaudy. The 

spectacular external golden domes were covered in gold leaf, donated by Russia in 1960 and have 

recently been regilded. Crypt under the cathedral is impressing with its fascinating collection of 

icons. 

Russian Church 
This small decorative church with its golden onion domes was built between 1912 and 1914, to 

appease a Russian diplomat afraid to worship in Bulgarian churches. The church is named after St. 

Nikolai ‘the miracle maker’. To this day wishes are written on slips of paper and placed in the 

wooden box by the white marble sarcophagus of Bishop Serafim (1881 – 1950), who is buried in the 

crypt. Although never canonized, he is revered by many Bulgarians as a saint. 

Banya Bashi Mosque 
Located in the centre of Sofia close to the old mineral baths, this brick building was built in 

1576 and named after the mineral baths.The dome has a diameter of 15 metres, and the building is 

the only remaining example in Bulgaria of a domed roof on a cubic base. The architect Mimar Sinan 

was chief architect to the Sultan and his works also include the Selim mosque in Edrine and the Blue 

mosque in Istanbul Turkey. 

It is the only working mosque in Sofia and the muezzin calls the worshippers to prayer every 

day with a loudspeaker on the minaret (a decision has recently been taken to reduce the volume as it 

disturbs those who live in the vicinity!). Around 700 worshippers can fit into the mosque. 

Synagogue 
The largest Synagogue in the Balkans and third largest in Europe was built between 1905 and 

1909 by Austrian architect Gruenanger in Spanish-Mauritanian and Byzantine style. The building is a 

smaller replica of the Sephardic synagogue in Vienna, which was destroyed during the Second World 

War. With seating for over 1000 people, it is open to visitors and worshippers. 

A museum tracing the history of Jews in Bulgaria is to be found inside the synagogue 

building. Of particular interest is the permanent exhibition dedicated to the saving of the Bulgarian 

Jews during WWII. 

Ivan Vazov National Theatre 
Built in 1907 by the Austrian architects Helmer & Felner, the National Theatre is one of the 

most ornate buildings in Sofia. The 40 metre high façade, is fronted by a large pediment, supported 

on six white marble columns, depicting Apollo and the muses. The twin towers that rise up behind 



are crowned with sculptures of the goddess Nike.The interior was destroyed by fire in 1923, and 

restored again six years later increasing the theatres seating capacity to over 1000. The ornate main 

hall has an 850 audience capacity. The stage curtain, with its mythical firebird motive from 

Stravinsky’s ballet, was woven by women from Panagyurishte. 

Sofia University 
Sofia University is the oldest higher education institution in Bulgaria; founded in 1888. The 

edifice of the university was constructed between 1924 and 1934 with the financial support of the 

brothers Evlogi Georgiev and Hristo Georgiev. The university has 16 faculties and three departments, 

where over 21 000 students receive their education. Sofia University has been consistently ranked as 

the top university in Bulgaria according to national and international rankings, and is constantly 

among the best 4 percent of world universities according to QS World University Rankings. 

Mineral water springs 

The city of Sofia was established next to some tracian mineral water springs. Today these 

mineral springs are located next to the Central bath and Banya Bashi Mosque. A new construction 

lets the water flow and people can drink or take some mineral water at home absolutly free. 

Sofia is uniqe by having 42 mineral springs with 8 different hydro-trermal zones with a 

temperature of 30 to 90 degrees Celsius. With the water flowing at 480 liters per second. Sofia 

mineral springs are deep under the ground, they are clean and can not be poluted. 

The Palace of Vrana 
Vrana palace is located on the outskirts of the capital city of Sofia and its park covers an area 

of around 100 hectars. It has 4 lakes, 4 greenhouses and 4 rock-gardens and own eco-farm. In 

January 1899, Prince Ferdinand I bought the Chardakliya homestead and subsequently purchased 

adjacent plots of land. A modern two-storey villa, designed by architect Georgi Filov, was built at the 

royal estate in 1906. The architectural design combines an exquisite interpretation of the Plovdiv 

baroque with Viennese decorative elements, and is considered one of the masterpieces of Bulgarian 

architecture from the beginning of the 20th century. 

Pancharevo Lake 
Lake Pancharevo is an artificial lake located between the Vitosha and Lozenska mountains, 

just 12 km away from Sofia. Pancharevo /and offers plenty of opportunities for sports and recreation 

activities. It is suitable for sun bathing, fishing and water sports like swimming, surfing, water skiing, 

and rowing. The national rowing base is located on the shore of Lake Pancharevo. Built in 1968, the 



rowing base is the first modern facility in Bulgaria, specializing in conducting training and 

competitions in rowing events. Over the years, it has been host to several world championships, 

national and international rowing regattas, and the European Triathlon Championships. 

Vitosha Mountain National Park 
Vitosha Mountain is the oldest nature park on the Balkan Peninsula. 

In 1934 with the active involvement of the Bulgarian nature-conservation society, part of the 

mountain of 6,600 ha was declared a park. 

Vitosha’s flora includes all vegetation zones characteristic of the Bulgarian mountains, except 

the alpine one. The park is habitation of a plenty of Balkan endemics, and the globular yellow 

blossoms of the Vitosha tulip (Trollius europaeus) can be seen on the open high-mountain parts. The 

number of orchid species found on its territory counts to 30. The mountain is home of a diversity of 

bigger and smaller mammals, birds, insects, reptiles and amphibians. In the different seasons 200 bird 

species can be observed in Mount Vitosha, of them 120 species nesting within the park’s territory. 

Sofia is the single European capital in the vicinity of which brown bear lives. On establishing 

the park, some of the earliest reserves in Bulgaria – Bistrishko Branishte and Torfeno Branishte were 

set up. 

Climbing Mount Vitosha was the purpose of the first organized tourist society in Bulgaria. The 

tourist movement in Bulgaria has been set up with the climbing of the Cherni Vrah Peak, the summit 

of Mount Vitosha, on 27 August 1895 organized by writer Aleko Konstantinov. Today the park is 

furnished with a well-built tourist infrastructure of paths and alleys of over 300 km total length. The 

mountain provides excellent conditions for trekking all the year round, ski sport in all of its varieties, 

rock and ice climbing, paragliding, mountain biking, riding tours, and also for alternative, 

environment-friendly winter sports, such as snow-kiting. 

 


