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Romania 

Romania became a part of UNESCO 
In 1956. 

Today,there are 7 main areas in Romania,with 
a total of 32 UNESCO momument’s. 
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The Danube Delta 

• The Danube Delta is the second largest river 
delta in Europe, after the Volga Delta, and is the best 
preserved on the continent. The greater part of 
the Danube Delta lies in Romania ,while its northern 
part, on the left bank of the Chilia arm, is situated 
in Ukraine. Its approximate surface area is 4,152 km2 , 
of which 3,446 km2 is in Romania. With the lagoons 
of Razim–Sinoe (1,015 km2 with 865 km2 water 
surface), located south of the main delta, the total area 
of the Danube Delta is 5,165 km2 .The Razim–Sinoe 
lagoon complex is geologically and ecologically related 
to the delta proper and the combined territory is listed 
as a World Heritage Site. 
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Churches of Moldavia 
 • The eight Romanian Orthodox Churches of Moldavia are located in Suceava 

County, northern Moldavia, and were built approximately between 1487 and 1583. 
• Since 1993, they have been listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. Church of 

the Resurrection within the Sucevița Monastery was added to the site in 2010. 
• The Arbore Church is a Romanian Orthodox monastery church 

in Arbore Commune, Suceava County, Romania. Built in 1502, and dedicated to 
the Beheading of St. John the Baptist, it is one of eight buildings that make up 
the churches of Moldavia UNESCO World Heritage Site, It is also listed as a historic 
monument by the country's Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs. 

• Humor Monastery located in Mănăstirea Humorului, about 5 km north of the 
town of Gura Humorului, Romania. It is a monastery for nuns dedicated to 
the Dormition of Virgin Mary, or Theotokos. It was constructed in 1530 by 
Voievod Petru Rareş and his chancellor Teodor Bubuiog. The monastery was built 
over the foundation of a previous monastery that dated from around 1415. The 
Humor monastery was closed in 1786 and was not reopened until 1990. The 
church has been inscribed by UNESCO on its list of World Heritage Sites, as one of 
the Painted churches of Moldavia. 

• The Church of the Elevation of the Holy Cross is a Romanian Orthodox church 
in Pătrăuți Commune, Suceava County, Romania. Built in 1487, with Stephen III of 
Moldavia as ktitor, it is one of eight buildings that make up the churches of 
Moldavia UNESCO World Heritage Site, and is also listed as a historic monument by 
the country's Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs. 



• Probota Monastery  is a Romanian Orthodox monastery in Probota 
village, Dolhasca town, Suceava County, Romania. Built in 1530, with Peter 
IV Rareș as ktitor, it is one of eight buildings that make up the churches of 
Moldavia UNESCO World Heritage Site, and is also listed as a historic 
monumen by the country's Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs. 

• Saint John the New Monastery , dedicated to Saint John the New of 
Suceava, is a Romanian Orthodox monastery in Suceava, Romania. Built 
between 1514 and 1522, the monastery church is one of eight buildings 
that make up the churches of Moldavia UNESCO World Heritage Site,  and is 
also listed as a historic monument by the country's Ministry of Culture and 
Religious Affairs. The church serves as the cathedral of the Archdiocese of 
Suceava and Rădăuți. 

• Sucevița Monastery is an Eastern Orthodox convent situated in the 
Northeastern part of Romania. It is situated near the Suceviţa River in the 
village Sucevița, 18 km away from the city of Rădăuţi, Suceava County. It is 
located in the southern part of the historical region of Bukovina 
(northwestern Moldavia). It was built in 1585 by Ieremia Movilă, Gheorghe 
Movilă and Simion Movilă. The architecture of the church contains 
both Byzantine and Gothic elements, and some elements typical to 
other painted churches of northern Moldavia. Both interior and exterior 
walls are covered by mural paintings, which are of great artistic value and 
depict biblical episodes from the Old and New Testament. The paintings 
date from around 1601, which makes Sucevița one of the last monasteries 
to be decorated in the famous Moldavian style of exterior paintings. 
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Horezu Monastery 
 

• The Horezu Monastery or Hurezi Monastery was founded in 
1690 by Prince Constantin Brâncoveanu in the town 
of  Horezu, Wallachia, Romania. It is considered to be a 
masterpiece of "Brâncovenesc style", known for its 
architectural purity and balance, the richness of its sculpted 
detail, its treatment of religious compositions, its votive 
portraits, and its painted decorative works. 

• The Brâncovenesc style, which can be found at several other 
churches and monasteries in Wallachia, is the only true and 
original Romanian style and is called "Brancoveanu art" by the 
name of the ruler who, in a period of constant battles between 
the world powers of that time, put cultural development of the 
country above everything and made it the goal of his life. 

• The monastery has been inscribed by UNESCO on its list 
of World Heritage Sites. 
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Dacian Fortresses of the Orăștie Mountains 

 
• Built in murus dacicus style, the six Dacian Fortresses of the Orăștie Mountains, in Romania, 

were created in the 1st centuries BC and AD as protection against Roman conquest, and 
played an important role during the Roman-Dacian wars. 

• Their extensive and well-preserved remains present a picture of a vigorous and innovative 
ancient civilization. Today, treasure-hunters sometimes search the area, as Romania lacks 
legislation in this domain. The six fortresses - Sarmizegetusa Regia, Costeşti-
Cetăţuie, Costeşti-Blidaru, Piatra Roşie, Bănița and Căpâlna- that formed the defensive 
system of Decebalus were designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1999. All the sites 
are in Hunedoara County,  except for Căpâlna, which is in Alba County. 

• The town of Sarmizegetusa Regia was the capital and major fortress of the Dacian kingdom, 
probably built in the mid first century BCE. It consisted of perimeter walls and fortifications, a 
sacred precinct, and a settlement area primarily for nobles and supporting servants. It was 
located at the top of a 1200-meter hill with excellent visibility of the surrounding lands. The 
sacred precinct was on the east side of the town, with a prominent plaza and circular shrines. 
There were two settlement areas one on the east side and a larger one on the west. In 
addition to dwellings they included workshops, storage buildings, and agricultural processing 
areas. Notable for the time is a distribution system for drinking water that used ceramic 
pipes. 
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Historic Centre of Sighișoara 
 

• The Historic Centre of Sighișoara  is the old historic center of the 
town of Sighișoara, Romania, built in the 12th century 
by Saxon colonists under the Latin name Castrum Sex. It is an 
inhabited medieval citadel that, in 1999, was designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its 850-year-old testament to 
the history and culture of the Transylvanian Saxons. 

• Birthplace of Vlad III the Impaler (in Romanian Vlad Țepeș), 
Sighișoara hosts, every year, a medieval festival where arts and 
crafts blend with rock music and stage plays. The city marks the 
upper boundary of the Land of Sachsen. Like its bigger 
brothers, Sibiu (Hermannstadt - The European Cultural Capital in 
2007) and Braşov, Sighișoara exhibits architecture typical of 
medieval Germany. During the Communist era, this German area 
was preserved, and the original architecture is still in place. 
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Wooden churches of Maramureș 
 • The Wooden churches of Maramureș in the Maramureș region of northern Transylvania are a 

group of almost one hundred Orthodox churches, and occasionally Greek-Catholic ones, of 
different architectural solutions from different periods and areas. The Maramureș churches 
are high timber constructions with characteristic tall, slim bell towers at the western end of 
the building. They are a particular vernacular expression of the cultural landscape of this 
mountainous area of northern Romania. 

• Maramureș is one of the better-known regions of Romania, with autonomous traditions since 
the Middle Ages - but still not very much visited. Its well-preserved wooden villages and 
churches, its traditional lifestyle, and the local colourful dresses still in use make Maramureș 
as near to a living museum as can be found in Europe. 

• The wooden churches of the region that still stand were built starting from the 17th century 
all the way to 19th century. Some were erected on the place of older churches. They were a 
response to the prohibition against the erection of stone Orthodox churches by the 
Catholic Austro-Hungarian authorities. The churches are made of thick logs, some are quite 
small and dark inside but several of them have impressive measures. They are painted with 
rather "naïve" Biblical scenes, mostly by local painters. The most characteristic features are 
the tall tower above the entrance and the massive roof that seems to dwarf the main body of 
the church. 

• Eight were listed by the UNESCO as World Heritage Sites in 1999, for their religious 
architecture and timber construction traditions. These 
are: Bârsana, Budești, Desești, Ieud, Plopiș, Poienile Izei, Rogoz, Șurdești. 
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